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St. Martha Mary & Lazarus, St. Philip the Apostle, St. Leo the Great, St. Mary Magdalene, St. John of  the Cross, St. Dominic 

Board of  Directors 

President: 
Mark Halleck 

VP Vocations: 
Donna Rueby 

VP Membership: 
Sandie Taylor 

VP Programs/Hospitality: 
  Programs:    Gary Estess 
  Hospitality: Diddy Muck 

VP Communications: 
        Mary Lou Purello 
Treasurer: 

Bob Sponaugle 
Secretary: 

Jim Stevens 
Chaplain: 

Father Felix Osasona 
Past President: 

Melia Reed 

Trustees: 
Charlie Garland 

Arlane Sponaugle 
Shalom Rep:  Doug Reed 
Newsletter: Mary Lou Purello 

Meetings: 
4th Monday of  the Month 

Italiano’s Restaurant 
217 FM 1960 Bypass, 

Humble, TX 
6:30 Social, 7:00 Dinner

“To become a priest or a religious is not primarily our choice, it is our answer to a calling, a calling of love.” Pope Francis 

Serra Club Northeast of Houston

Please remember: 

• Monday, April 26, 6:30 p.m.    
• Seminarian Zachary Muldrow - guest speaker
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A WORD FROM OUR CHAPLAIN, FATHER FELIX 

Celebrating Easter Joy 
It is refreshing that we are celebrating Easter this year with our churches open and parishioners 
able to attend in person. This contrasts with our experience last year at the beginning of  the 
pandemic when churches were closed to the public. I remember celebrating the Triduum and 
Easter with only ten persons allowed in the church including myself. Last year, priests of  the 
archdiocese could not gather with our archbishop, Cardinal DiNardo for the Chrism Mass. We 
had to watch it at home on our computers. I remember there were technical difficulties during 
the transmission of  the Mass. This year I am excited to go to the Co-Cathedral of  the Sacred 
Heart with other priests to celebrate the Chrism Mass. My experience during this pandemic has 
made me cherish my priesthood even more. There were times I could not go in person to visit 

the sick, but I felt connected with them in prayer. Thank God life is gradually returning to some normalcy with more 
people receiving the vaccines.  

The scripture talks about some women and some disciples rising early on Easter 
Sunday morning to go to the tomb of  their beloved. They did not have enough time 
to say ‘goodbye’ to him on Good Friday since it was almost the Sabbath. His death came 
suddenly, and they did not even have time to mourn him nor prepare for his burial. So 
they came back to complete the burial rite but the tomb is now empty. The empty tomb 
points to the resurrection of  Jesus from the dead. It reminds us that the grave cannot 
hold Jesus who is God of  the dead and the living. The pandemic has claimed millions 
of  lives all over the world and some of  them are people we know. May God grant them eternal rest! The families of  some 
of  those who died could not be by their loved ones before their passing, and some could not say their goodbyes due to 
restrictions imposed by the pandemic. They must have felt like the women and the disciples of  Jesus. May the resurrection 
of  Jesus be the reward of  the dead, and the joy and hope of  the living.   
  

Happy Easter to all Serrans!!  
During this season of  joy, we continue to pray and work for vocations. Remember to pray during Easter  
the Regina Caeli (Queen of  Heaven) in place of  the Angelus at Midday or any other time of  the day. 

Queen of  Heaven 

V. Queen of  Heaven, rejoice, alleluia.  
R. For He whom you did merit to bear, alleluia.  
V. Has risen, as he said, alleluia.  
R. Pray for us to God, alleluia. 
V. Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia.  
R. For the Lord has truly risen, alleluia. 

Let us pray. O God, who gave joy to the world through the resurrection of  Thy Son, our Lord Jesus Christ,                 
grant we beseech Thee,  
that through the intercession of  the Virgin Mary, His Mother, we may obtain the joys of  everlasting life.  
         Through the same Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

Father Felix
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A WORD FROM OUR PRESIDENT, MARK HALLECK 

Spring is in the air, the trees are budding, leaves are sprouting, a 
blanket of  pollen coats every exposed surface, and the Resurrection 
of  our Lord and Savior is at hand.  Alleluia! Spring this year seems 
a little more special, a little more hopeful, as it appears we are at last 
cautiously emerging from the Covid-19 pandemic and the many 
restrictions and health concerns that weighed so heavily upon us for 

the past year.  

While serving as an usher this past weekend I noticed attendance at Saturday’s Vigil 
Mass reached a new high since the outbreak of  the pandemic.  As I distributed palm 
leaves to people entering the church, I sensed an optimism and enthusiasm I hadn’t 
seen for some time and I saw quite a few faces I hadn’t seen for many months. It 
reminded me that at this time last year, our churches were closed, and we attended 
Palm Sunday and Easter services virtually.  

While virtual participation in Mass and Club meetings is a poor substitute for the 
sense of  community and fellowship we experience by in-person attendance I am 
grateful that advancements in technology allowed us to participate via Livestream and Zoom 
platforms. It makes me consider how bleak and dreary the past months might have been without 
those advancements. 

How appropriate it is that this emerging enthusiasm and hopefulness parallels the resurrection of  Our 
Lord? While many worldly issues still confront our faith community, our nation and our world it still 
feels as if  we are at long last emerging from the desert.  

And it happened that, while he was with them at table, he took bread, said the blessing, broke it, and gave it to them. 
With that their eyes were opened, and they recognized him, but he vanished from their sight. Then they said to each other, 
“Were not our hearts burning [within us] while he spoke to us on the way and opened the scriptures to us?”  Luke 24: 
30-32 

It is my hope and prayer that our hearts will burn within each of  us as Jesus reveals himself, in the 
breaking of  the bread.  May we renew with zeal and passion our Club’s objective of  promoting 
Religious Vocations and supporting our religious Brothers and Sisters in their mission. 

May you and your loved ones have a Blessed and Happy Easter. 

Mark
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MORE NEWS 

Be sure to read the latest Serra Magazine…Especially check out page 11! 

Club activities marched on. The Serra Club of St. Clair County made 
homemade cards for the clergy in their diocese. A number of clubs, like the 
Serra Club of Northeast of Houston, provided spiritual bouquets to each of 
their clergy and religious to remind them that they are and will always be in 
their thoughts and prayers.  

Page 11 in Serran magazine

Is there a young person you would like to invite to this retreat?

https://houstonvocations.com/events-pg/
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Marine Deacon 

	 Deacon Carlin Walters, former Marine, shared his love and 
trust in God with us at the monthly meeting.   Carlin, as a young 
child, felt the call to serve the Lord.  and converted to Catholicism.  
His conversion was instrumental in encouraging his father to also 
join the Catholic Church.   
	 Deacon Carlin loved being a Marine, but knew Marine life 
was not a good life to have a family, so after almost seven years he left the Marines, and joined the civilian 
workforce.     
	 At work he met his wife, Michelle, and together they kept searching for God’s plan for them.   
Michelle entered RCIA and Carlin, who felt he “knew” everything, after all, he had been an altar server, 
went with her as her sponsor.  It was during this process that Deacon Carlin’s love and desire to serve Christ 
increased.  

GOD THROWS TRUTH IN FRONT OF US!  THE DISCERNMENT PROCESS IS A VOCATION OF LOVE 

	 Carlin knew for a long time he wanted to be a Deacon and felt God wanted him also.  At this time, 
he was married and had young children, and he went to Father Borski and told him of  his wish.  Wise Father 
Borski told him to come back in 10 years!   
	 During the ensuing years challenges were many; after the birth of  their three children, Carly, Joseph 
and Luke, Michelle became pregnant again, but due to a genetic disorder, the baby David died.  It was 

Carlins’s job to inform the children about the death, “I accept Your will, 
Lord.  Help me explain this to my kids.” was Carlin’s prayer.   
	 Carlin still felt a call to become a Deacon, and  returned to Father Borski, 
who agreed that the time was now right.  And so, the discernment process 
began. The whole discernment process is not only for you, the church, but 
also your wife to determine if  this is the correct vocation for you.   She is 
totally involved and at any part of  the six year discernment process she could 
say, “no”. This discernment process was a strong thoughtful process for 
Carlin.   Could he serve the Lord in this way?   Another challenge - Michelle 
was diagnosed with a very aggressive form of  breast cancer.  Michelle’s 

response was great and has beaten this cancer.  Both Carlin ad Michelle turned 
this moment in their lives to God, and trusted in Him.  

	 Carlin knows that God formed him with all of  life’s experiences: family life, death of  a child, cancer, 
military experience, was given to him so that he could help those with similar experiences in his role as 
Deacon. 

I CREATED YOU FOR TODAY 

	 Deacon Carlin is sure of  these words.  “I want to feed the people of  God, “ stated Deacon Carlin. “I 
trust in God, and just pray and ask for His help.” 

Deacon Carlin ended our meeting by sending a blessing to all of  us. 
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Fire and light
 
Fire and light,
Beckon us to flight.
Dare us to come near.
Reveal our darkest fear.
 
Heavenly fire, cover me.
Refine and test me,
Enfold and caress—
My tender wounds to bless.
 
Draw us into Thee,
Till Thy mystery sets us free.
Transform us in Thy glow,
Beyond the dark below.
 
Where light and life are one,
In Thy truth, we are reborn—
No longer bound to earth,
The womb of our rebirth.
 
Life, filled with the Spirit,
Inspire hearts to live it.
 
By Fr. Ralph O. Roberts

Thank you Father Ralph for sharing  your work with us

THANK YOU 
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A dear friend, Father Frank Quezada, shared this 
writing , as he knows of our prayers for Vocations.

THANK YOU 

Father Bryan Kassa

Father Frank Quezadsa
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St. Pedro Calungsod  APR. 2 Born in the Philippines, Pedro was only 13 when he joined a group of  
Spanish missionaries who were going to travel to the Marianas Islands to teach the native people about God. 
He was eager to share what he knew about Jesus with others. One night, when Pedro and a priest arrived in a 
village to baptize the chief ’s daughter—at the request of  the chief ’s wife—they were killed by assassins led by 
the chief. Pedro died for his faith in 1672, when he was only 17. In 2000, Pope John Paul II beatified Pedro. 
Pedro Calungsod was canonized on October 21, 2012, by Pope Benedict XVI. 

St. John Baptist DeLaSalle FEAST DAY: APR. 7  Born in Rheims, France, in 1651, he was 
only 11 when he decided to become a priest. He received the best education and, with his family 
connections, everyone believed that he would become an important person in the Church, perhaps even 
a bishop. John was ordained a priest in 1678 and was assigned to the cathedral in Rheims. He formed a 
religious community called the Brothers of the Christian Schools. They were the first religious order 
established to educate the poor. John’s teachers taught the children in age-level groups, like the grade 
levels we have today. Before John began this tradition, students were taught one-on-one by a tutor. 
John’s schools also helped their students to learn a trade so they could support themselves and a family 

after they completed their education. John founded a college for the training of teachers. Every teacher trained by 
John and every Brother of Christian Schools had a mission: to help the students come to know Christ and to teach 
the students to live their Christian faith in their daily lives.  

APRIL SAINTS FOR SURVIVING 2021   

St. Vincent Ferrer  FEAST DAY: APR. 5 Vincent Ferrer, the most gifted preacher of his time, often gave his sermons 
outdoors because no church could hold the huge crowds that came to hear him speak about God’s 
love and forgiveness. Vincent was born in Spain around 1357. He joined the Dominican Order when he 
was 19. Vincent felt that God was calling him to spread the Gospel, just as Jesus had asked his 
Apostles to do. Vincent had found his true calling. He became a famous missionary. For 20 years he 
preached all over Europe—Spain, France, Ireland, Belgium, Germany, Scotland, and Italy. Some people 
called him a modern St. John the Baptist because he told people to repent and to prepare for the 
coming of the kingdom by following the teachings of Jesus and his Church. Vincent’s powerful sermons 
inspired many Catholics to renew their faith. 


St. Stanislaus of Krakow Feast Day, Apr. 11  Stanislaus is the patron saint of Poland. Some people call 
him the second John the Baptist because, like John, Stanislaus stood up for his faith. Stanislaus was 
born to a noble family in 1030 in a small town near Krakow, Poland. When he was very young, he told 
his parents that he wanted to be a priest. Stanislaus became a famous preacher. He inspired people to 
be better followers of Jesus and encouraged sinners to repent and to join the Church. The king of 
Poland, Boleslaus II, was feared by his people. He treated them cruelly. Bishop Stanislaus said that the 
king’s actions were so sinful that he could no longer be a member of the Church. The king was filled with 
anger. He and his soldiers went to the bishop’s cathedral while Stanislaus was celebrating Mass. The 
king ordered his soldiers to kill Stanislaus, but they refused to obey him. Boleslaus used his own sword 
to kill the beloved bishop.


St. Bernadette Soubirous Feast Day Apr. 16, Imagine seeing our Blessed Mother not just once, but 
eighteen times! That is the blessing Bernadette Soubirous was given for five months in 1858. One 
day, Bernadette, her sister, and a friend were gathering firewood near their home in Lourdes, France. 
Suddenly a lovely Lady dressed in blue and white appeared to Bernadette above a rose bush in a 
small cave. During one of her appearances, Bernadette asked the Lady who she was. The woman 
replied, “I am the Immaculate Conception.” One day, Mary asked Bernadette to use her hands to dig 
in the mud near the cave. When Bernadette obeyed the Lady’s request, a spring began to flow from 
the mud. It grew larger and larger and still flows today. She was canonized a saint in 1933 and is 
considered to be a Christian mystic.


saints resource April

http://saintsresource.com/category/april
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Prayers for : 
•All that there will soon be an end to the 
pandemic, and for a blessed 2021 

• Margaret Rose Vance, sister of Diddy Muck, 
who died recently, and  for  the family 

• Sandi Kidd, as she celebrates her cancer 
recovery

SERRA Northeast of Houston HAPPENINGS 
• Thurs. April 1- Holy Thursday 
• Fri. April 2  - Good Friday 
• Sun. April 4  - Easter Sunday 
• Fri. April 9  - Holy Hour of  Exposition & Benediction for Vocations following the 8:30 a.m. Mass, St. Martha 
• Sat. April 10 - 10:00 am -Serra Meets check website for Zoom invite. Serra Meets.   
• Tues. April 13  - Holy Hour of  Exposition & Benediction for Vocations,  following the 7:00 p.m. Mass, 

St. Martha 
• Sun. April 25 - World Day of  Prayer for Vocations 
• Mon. April 26 -  6:30 p.m., Zoom monthly meeting -Seminarian Zachary Muldrow will be our guest 

speaker 

April Birthdays  
12 - Fr. Michael Applegate St. Pius V 
16 - Diddy Muck 
18 - Joe Sullivan 
20 - Bishop George Sheltz, 
Chancery Office 
21 - Dcn. Jon Barfield

For more information about Serra Northeast of Houston, please contact President, Mark Halleck, mhalleck@icloud.com. 

To update your information or to share pictures and other Serra  information please contact, Mary Lou Purello, 
marylou0038@icloud.com. Please do not hesitate to share stories, pictures, prayers. 

For information about Serra District 10, and Serra USA, check the following websites by clicking the links 
https://serraus.org            https://serra10.com 

All Happening dates and details  are 
questionable….Stay tuned for changes. 

STILL LOOKING FOR BOARD MEMBERS 
• President Elect 
• VP of Vocations 
• VP of Communication 

Contact Mark for details  
mhalleck@icloud.com

A note from Carlin Walters 
My dear friends from the Serra Club, thank 
you!  Thank you so very much for your prayers, 
kindness, and generosity.  The package that 
you sent touched my wife and I greatly.   
It is because of the faithful witness of Catholics 
like you that we see vocations springing from 
our parishes.  Your witness plows fertile fields 
and fruit comes from your labors. Well done. 
After my ordination I would love to join one of 
your meetings to thank you in person.  Until 
then please keep us in prayer as we will be 
praying for each of you.   

Thank you again. 
With Love and Kind Regards, 
Carlin

https://serraus.org/serra-meets/
mailto:mhalleck@icloud.com
mailto:marylou0038@icloud.com
https://serraus.org
https://serra10.com
mailto:mhalleck@icloud.com
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S e r r a n s  C a l l e d  t o  H o l i n e s s

Serran	Prayer	for	Vocations	

O, God, Who wills not the death of  a sinner but rather that he be converted and live, grant we beseech you, 
through the intercession of  the Blessed Mary ever Virgin, Saint Joseph, her spouse, St. Junipero Serra, and all the saints, 
an increase of  laborers for your Church, fellow laborers with Christ to spend and consume themselves for souls through 

the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns with You, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Serrans are being called to pray the vocation prayer daily. Cut this out and place it in a place convenient for you.

For this reason, I remind you to stir into 
flame the gift of God that you have through 
the imposition of my hands. 

For God did not give us a spirit of 
cowardice but rather of power and love and 
self-control. 

So do not be ashamed of your testimony to 
our Lord, nor of me, a prisoner for his 
sake; but bear your share of hardship for the 
gospel with the strength that comes from 

God.
2 TM 1:6-8

What is Faith? 

Faith is the realization of what is hoped for and 

evidence of things not seen. 

Because of it the ancients were well attested. 

By faith we understand that the universe was 

ordered by the word of God, so that what is visible 

came into being through the invisible. 

Hebrews 11:1-3


